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Hampton History Museum Exhibit of Civil War Watercolors and Maps
Extended Through May 27

Hampton, VA- “Civil War Journey: The Maps and Sketches of Private Robert Sneden”
has been extended at the Hampton History Museum through May 27, 2019.

Organized by the Virginia Museum of History & Culture in Richmond, the touring
exhibition was originally scheduled to close on April 21. It will go into deep storage
when it leaves Hampton. This is the public’s last chance to see these images for the
foreseeable future.

Eyewitness accounts and images from the Civil War memoir of Union soldier,
cartographer, and Confederate prisoner of war Robert Knox Sneden are showcased in an
exhibition of 45 watercolor maps and drawings with views of battles, battlefields and
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military life that provide a unique and mesmerizing perspective on the Civil War. Local
imagery includes a rendering of Hampton after its 1861 destruction by fire, a depiction of
Fortress Monroe, as well as maps and views of the 1862 Peninsula Campaign, along with
other extraordinary scenes.

The entire Sneden collection, a 5,000-page memoir, four scrapbooks and 1,000
watercolors, represents perhaps one of the largest collections of Civil War soldier art ever
produced. Several of the images are the only known depictions of lesser-known locations
and events. The collection forms one of the premier treasures of the Virginia Museum of
History & Culture (formally known as the Virginia Historical Society). His scrapbooks
came to light in 1993 after having lain for more than sixty years in a bank vault. Research
on them led to the discovery in 1997 of the five-volume diary-memoir in a mini-storage
unit outside Tucson.

The collection is also the basis of the bestselling books Eye of the Storm: A Civil War
Odyssey (Free Press, 2000) and Images from the Storm (Free Press, 2001). More
information about the collection and can be found in the Guide to the Robert Knox
Sneden Diary, 1861–1865 at http://www.virginiahistory.org/arvfind/snedenillist.htm.

Robert Knox Sneden (1832–1918) was born in Nova Scotia and later moved to New
York City, where, in the summer of 1861, he enlisted in the 40th New York Infantry
Regiment. Sneden served with the Army of the Potomac in Virginia during the Peninsula
Campaign and the Seven Days' Battles and in Washington, D.C., as a topographical
engineer on the staff of Maj. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman. In November 1863 he was
captured by Mosby's Rangers and spent the next thirteen months as a prisoner of war in
various Confederate prisons including Andersonville in Georgia. After his exchange in
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December 1864, he was discharged and returned to New York City where he compiled a
diary/memoir and a scrapbook of images documenting his service in the Civil War. He
died at the Soldiers Home in Bath, N.Y., in 1918.

The Hampton History Museum is located at 120 Old Hampton Lane in Downtown
Hampton. There is plenty of free parking in the garage across from the museum. Open
Monday-Saturday,
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Sunday, 1:00 p.m. -5 p.m. Closed major holidays. Admission is
$5.00 for adults, $4.00 for seniors, active military, active NASA, AAA, children 4-12,
free to children under 4. For more information, call 757/727-1102, visit
www.HamptonHistoryMuseum.org, or like the Hampton History Museum on Facebook
and follow it on Twitter and Instagram.

Partially bordered by the Hampton Roads harbor and Chesapeake Bay, Hampton, with
the 344,000 sq. ft. Hampton Roads Convention Center and the award-winning Hampton
Coliseum, is located in the center of Coastal Virginia and the Hampton Roads
metropolitan area. Hampton is the site of America's first continuous English-speaking
settlement, the site of the first arrival of Africans in English North America, and is home
to such visitor attractions as the Virginia Air & Space Center, Fort Monroe National
Monument, Hampton History Museum, harbor tours and cruises, Hampton University
Museum, The American Theatre, among others.
###

